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London and Manchester are
way behind Oxford, Liverpool
and Teesside in a ‘league table’
of UK areas creating new goods
and services, according to
research.

London and Manchester are way behind Oxford, Liverpool and Teesside in a ‘league table’ of UK
areas creating new goods and services, according to research. 

Liverpool has a higher proportion of firms creating new cutting-edge goods and services than
London, finds a new study by the Enterprise Research Centre (ERC) of 14,000 firms. 

ERC’s analysis of six key indicators of innovation has allowed it to produce an ‘innovation league
table’ for 45 Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) areas in England and equivalent zones in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

These indicators range from new products being brought to market, to collaboration and research
and development (R&D) activity.

SEE ALSO: Owner's salary

While nationally 45 per cent of firms report being ‘innovation active’, only 18 per cent are
engaged in new product innovation. 

Firms in Oxfordshire report the most innovation activity followed closely by Greater Cambridge
and Peterborough. South East Midlands (centred on Milton Keynes) and Gloucestershire follow
relatively closely.
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ERC academics believe this could be explained by the concentration of high-end manufacturing
companies in this belt, as well as a focus on research and development (R&D), particularly in
areas with major universities.

Tees Valley is the best performing of the Northern English local economic areas. This new finding
runs counter to the current narrative of a ‘Northern powerhouse’ in the North West centred on
Manchester (Greater Manchester is only ranked 20th for innovation).

London’s innovation rate relative to the total number of firms there is relatively low – with the
capital only making number 25 on the list.

This is said to be due to London’s specialisms in service sectors such as law and finance, which
tend to be highly regulated and therefore less innovative.

Eastern Scotland, Northern Ireland and Cumbria report the weakest overall innovation
performance.

Professor Stephen Roper, who led the ERC research, says firms’ ability to innovate plays an
important role in sustaining growth and competitiveness, with economic implications for whole
regions.

'For the first time, this research gives us a picture of which localities of the UK have the highest
proportion of firms introducing new products and services. The findings run counter to the
dominant narrative of a country dependent on London, with innovation being much more
dispersed across the country than was previously thought,' he adds.

'Policymakers and researchers need to examine the local factors that could be contributing to this
so that we can create the conditions for firms to become more innovative – creating jobs and
growth – in every corner of the UK.' 

The finding that the Tees Valley is a hotbed of innovation didn’t come as any surprise to John
Auger, operations manager of Stockton-on-Tees-based Carroll & Meynell, which manufactures
transformers. 

Auger says, 'Teesside has a highly-skilled workforce which helps the area add value to
manufactured products.

'We are not going to be able to compete with the rest of the world on labour costs, so we need to
compete in the manufacturing of products that require a certain level of skills to produce. That’s
important, not just for Teesside, but for the whole UK.'

Further reading on innovation
How business incubators help boost growth and innovation

Related topics: Entrepreneurs

Post a comment

Five things I would
have done differently
in my small business

How to ride out the
rough times as a
small business owner

Why collaboration
between banks and
alternative lenders is
good for small
businesses

Why avoiding the day-
to-day business can
reap rewards for a
small company owner

Trending on Small Business

Small Business Experts
Richard Healy, BaseKit

Richard Healy

Maite Barón, The Corporate Escape

Maite Barón

David Lewis, LEWIS 

David Lewis

ADVERTISEMENT

14
Like Share4 ?? ☱

http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485831/small-companies-focus-on-remaining-debt-free.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485831/small-companies-focus-on-remaining-debt-free.thtml
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smallbusiness.co.uk%2Fnews%2Foutlook%2F2485856%2Flondon-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml&text=London%20trumped%20for%20innovation%20by%20other%20regions%20of%20the%20UK%C2%A0&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smallbusiness.co.uk%2Frunning-a-business%2Femploying-staff%2F2485571%2Fthe-dilemma-of-staff-and-growing-your-business.thtml
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smallbusiness.co.uk%2Fnews%2Foutlook%2F2485856%2Flondon-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml&text=London%20trumped%20for%20innovation%20by%20other%20regions%20of%20the%20UK%C2%A0&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smallbusiness.co.uk%2Frunning-a-business%2Femploying-staff%2F2485571%2Fthe-dilemma-of-staff-and-growing-your-business.thtml
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smallbusiness.co.uk%2Fnews%2Foutlook%2F2485856%2Flondon-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml&text=London%20trumped%20for%20innovation%20by%20other%20regions%20of%20the%20UK%C2%A0&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smallbusiness.co.uk%2Frunning-a-business%2Femploying-staff%2F2485571%2Fthe-dilemma-of-staff-and-growing-your-business.thtml
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smallbusiness.co.uk%2Frunning-a-business%2Femploying-staff%2F2485571%2Fthe-dilemma-of-staff-and-growing-your-business.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2471907/how-business-incubators-help-boost-growth-and-innovation.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/tagged.thtml?at=Entrepreneurs
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2465257/five-things-i-would-have-done-differently-in-my-small-business.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2465257/five-things-i-would-have-done-differently-in-my-small-business.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2465257/five-things-i-would-have-done-differently-in-my-small-business.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2461822/how-to-ride-out-the-rough-times-as-a-small-business-owner.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2461822/how-to-ride-out-the-rough-times-as-a-small-business-owner.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2461822/how-to-ride-out-the-rough-times-as-a-small-business-owner.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2451907/why-collaboration-between-banks-and-alternative-lenders-is-good-for-small-businesses.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2451907/why-collaboration-between-banks-and-alternative-lenders-is-good-for-small-businesses.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2451907/why-collaboration-between-banks-and-alternative-lenders-is-good-for-small-businesses.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2451907/why-collaboration-between-banks-and-alternative-lenders-is-good-for-small-businesses.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2451907/why-collaboration-between-banks-and-alternative-lenders-is-good-for-small-businesses.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2453617/and39thinkand39-donand39t-and39doand39-why-avoiding-the-daytoday-business-can-reap-rewards-for-a-small-company-owner.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2453617/and39thinkand39-donand39t-and39doand39-why-avoiding-the-daytoday-business-can-reap-rewards-for-a-small-company-owner.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2453617/and39thinkand39-donand39t-and39doand39-why-avoiding-the-daytoday-business-can-reap-rewards-for-a-small-company-owner.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2453617/and39thinkand39-donand39t-and39doand39-why-avoiding-the-daytoday-business-can-reap-rewards-for-a-small-company-owner.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/latest-from/?AuthorSearchString=Richard Healy
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/latest-from/?AuthorSearchString=Maite Barón
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/latest-from/?AuthorSearchString=David Lewis
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/latest-from/?AuthorSearchString=Richard Healy
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/latest-from/?AuthorSearchString=Maite Barón
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/latest-from/?AuthorSearchString=David Lewis
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485831/small-companies-focus-on-remaining-debt-free.thtml
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/email/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml



London trumped for innovation by other regions of the UK 

http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml[02/06/2015 09:02:41]

NEWS | LAW
Patenting is key to a successful innovation

NEWS | MANAGEMENT
Opportunity to publicise that new innovation

NEWS | OUTLOOK
Boost for business innovation

NEWS | OUTLOOK
London bridge for businesses to universities

NEWS | OPPORTUNITIES
Investment opportunity for London
entrepreneurs

NEWS | OPPORTUNITIES
Expert help for London firms

Starting a Business

Actionable financial
advice from three
tech start-ups

Nigel Breddy speaks to
three businesses about
the early-stage financial
difficulties they
experienced and the...  

Financing a Business

Should I charge my
clients VAT?

I sell lightbulbs and my
turnover is less than
£85,000. I buy from my
supplier...  

Running a Business

Getting online: Make
your domain name
your main aim 

Stefano Maruzzi gives
some pointers on
choosing the right domain
name for your fledgling
business. ...  

Blog

Do small businesses
still need banks?

As the alternative finance
sector continues to grow
at a rapid rate, Paul
Mildenstein considers...  

Home

Starting a business

Financing a business

Running a business

Small business UK news >

Small business blog

Your questions answered

Franchising

Outlook

Opportunities

Management

Law

Guide articles

Video articles

Slideshow articles

Polls

SmallBusiness.co.uk provides advice
and useful guides to UK sole traders
and small businesses. Our goal is to
help owner managers start, run, grow
and succeed in business, helping
you turn your business idea into a
profitable business.

Small Business Offers

More from Small Business

Site map

Copyright  Disclaimer  Comment Guidelines  Advertise with us  Privacy Policy  Contact Us  About Us

Your simple guide to growing your business
with payments

Simply being able to accept card
payments will enable you to sell to
more customers while reducing the
amount of cash you keep on your
premises.

Find Your Best Business Funding - quickly,
easily & free!

Apply for £1000 - £1,000,000.
We'll qualify and connect you with
the best funding for your business.
Must be in business 4+ months and
have min.revenues . Apply Now.

Shared Parental Leave – Are you up to date?

HR-inform is an easy-to-use,
practical online resource providing
everything you need to know
about shared parental leave from
a legal and management
perspective.

http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/law/19156/patenting-is-key-to-a-successful-innovation.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/management/19208/opportunity-to-publicise-that-new-innovation.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/19292/boost-for-business-innovation.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/19408/london-bridge-for-businesses-to-universities.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/opportunities/19747/investment-opportunity-for-london-entrepreneurs.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/opportunities/19747/investment-opportunity-for-london-entrepreneurs.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/opportunities/19753/expert-help-for-london-firms.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2485431/actionable-financial-advice-from-three-tech-startups.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2485431/actionable-financial-advice-from-three-tech-startups.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2485431/actionable-financial-advice-from-three-tech-startups.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/small-business-advice/2485431/actionable-financial-advice-from-three-tech-startups.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/financing-a-business/accounts-and-tax/2485286/should-i-charge-my-clients-vat.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/financing-a-business/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/financing-a-business/accounts-and-tax/2485286/should-i-charge-my-clients-vat.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/financing-a-business/accounts-and-tax/2485286/should-i-charge-my-clients-vat.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/running-a-business/technology-in-business/2486046/getting-online-make-your-domain-name-your-main-aim.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/running-a-business/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/running-a-business/technology-in-business/2486046/getting-online-make-your-domain-name-your-main-aim.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/running-a-business/technology-in-business/2486046/getting-online-make-your-domain-name-your-main-aim.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/running-a-business/technology-in-business/2486046/getting-online-make-your-domain-name-your-main-aim.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2484896/do-small-businesses-still-need-banks.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2484896/do-small-businesses-still-need-banks.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/2484896/do-small-businesses-still-need-banks.thtml
http://www.widearea.co.uk/projects/122093/smallbusinesscouk-a-resource-for-small-business-owners.thtml
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/starting-a-business/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/financing-a-business/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/running-a-business/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/blog/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/questions-answered/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/franchising/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/opportunities/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/management/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/law/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/guide/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/video/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/slideshow/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/poll/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/corporate/copyright/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/corporate/disclaimer/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/corporate/comment-guidelines/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/corporate/advertise-with-us/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/corporate/privacy-policy/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/corporate/contact-us/
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/corporate/about-us/
http://www.vitessemedia.co.uk/
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=23942
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=23942
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=23942
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=23907
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=23907
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=23907
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=23907
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=24272
http://vitesseads2.widearea.co.uk/click/adclick.php?what=advertiser_logo&campaignID=24272




London trumped for innovation by other regions of the UK 

http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml[02/06/2015 09:02:41]


	www.smallbusiness.co.uk
	London trumped for innovation by other regions of the UK 


	lvbnMtb2YtdGhlLXVrLnRodG1sAA==: 
	form6: 
	q: Search
	input3: 


	UwP0Fjcm9iYXRXZWJDYXBUSUQ1AA==: 
	form0: 
	button0: 


	lvbnMtb2YtdGhlLXVrLnRodG1sAA==: 
	form5: 
	regEmail: 
	submit: 


	AwP0Fjcm9iYXRXZWJDYXBUSUQzAA==: 
	form0: 
	lsd: AVpUx1b-
	href: http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/
	action: like
	nobootload: 
	iframe_referer: http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml
	r_ts: 1433232145
	ref: 
	xfbml: 
	button0: 
	lsd_(1): AVpUx1b-
	href_(1): http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/
	action_(1): like
	nobootload_(1): 
	iframe_referer_(1): http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml
	r_ts_(1): 1433232145
	ref_(1): 
	xfbml_(1): 


	lvbnMtb2YtdGhlLXVrLnRodG1sAA==: 
	form3: 
	comment: 
	input9: 


	00NTA/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDgA: 
	form0: 
	lsd: AVpUx1b-
	href: http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml
	action: like
	nobootload: 
	iframe_referer: http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml
	r_ts: 1433232145
	ref: 
	xfbml: 
	button0: 
	lsd_(1): AVpUx1b-
	href_(1): http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml
	action_(1): like
	nobootload_(1): 
	iframe_referer_(1): http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/news/outlook/2485856/london-trumped-for-innovation-by-other-regions-of-the-uk.thtml
	r_ts_(1): 1433232145
	ref_(1): 
	xfbml_(1): 




