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Researchers rank UK’s most innovative LEPs
Oxfordshire, Cambridge and Peterborough have outperformed
London, Manchester and Liverpool to be named the UK’s most
innovative Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs).

A report from the Enterprise Research Centre (ERC) has revealed an ‘arc
of innovation’ stretching from Cambridge, through the south east Midlands
to Gloucestershire.

Figures were drawn from a poll of over 14,000 firms, charting the level of
pioneering business activity between 2010 and 2012.

Oxfordshire LEP reported the most innovative activity, followed closely by
Greater Cambridge and Peterborough, the South East Midlands LEP and Gloucestershire.
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Tees Valley was named the best performing of the Northern local economic areas. Liverpool City Region was ranked 10th
on the list, Greater Manchester 20th and London 25th.

Eastern Scotland, Northern Ireland and Cumbria achieved the lowest rankings.

Regions were ranked on levels of successfully introduced products and services, launch of ‘new to the market’ products,
collaboration, research and development, new marketing or strategic thinking and business process innovation.

Researchers admitted the level of local innovation would depend on both the type of business activity and the forward-
thinking nature of individual firms.

Professor Stephen Roper, who led the ERC research, said: ‘For the first time, this research gives us a picture of which
localities of the UK have the highest proportion of firms introducing new products and services. The findings run counter to
the dominant narrative of a country dependent on London, with innovation being much more dispersed across the country
than was previously thought.

‘Innovation is strongly linked to growth, exporting and productivity - all areas in which the UK economy needs to improve if
we want to boost our international competitiveness.

‘The significant variation between different parts of the UK suggests that some localities are succeeding in creating a more
innovation-friendly environment than others.

‘Policymakers and researchers need to examine the local factors that could be contributing to this so that we can create the
conditions for firms to become more innovative — creating jobs and growth - in every corner of the UK.’

LEPs , Economic growth
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Exrugbyman •  4 days ago

I'm not really surprised by the Southern LEPs doing better.
When the Conservatives shut down the Regional Development Agencies it took 2 and a half years to set up LEPs and give them a
fraction of the funding the RDAs had. The lost European Regional Development Funding due to lack of match funding must have
been substantial. The South had the infrastructure to sustain this gap of investment in their regions and what a surprise when they
perform better in a poorly performing economy!
Great report stating the very obvious.

  1 △ ▽  

• Reply •

PATRICKNEWMAN •  4 days ago

Abolishing the RDA's was throwing the baby out with the bath water which held back stimulating local economies by two to three
years at a critical time in the recovery phase. It is not surprising when we have a Chancellor who thinks a long term economic plan is
all about cutting public expenditure. Our continental competitors must be having good laugh.
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Apply for this job

Apply for this job

Apply for this job

Technical and Commercial Services
Manager
Stockton-on-Tees
£54,635 - £57,846
Annually

Stockton Borough
Council Direct Services is looking to recruit a
senior manager

Various job opportunities in Highways and
Transport
Scotland  Competitive
Salaries

BEAR Scotland manage,
maintain and improve
almost 2000km of Scottish trunk road including
over 3000 bridges

Head of Early Help, Partnerships and
Planning
Stockton-on-Tees,
Durham (GB)  Salary
to £96,0000

We have big plans for
the young people of our Borough.

More jobs 

Recruiter: Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council

Recruiter: BEAR Scotland

Recruiter: Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council
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Large pay-offs for town hall
chiefs to be scrapped
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thousands of homes under
Right to Buy
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